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Application Guidelines

Resonant Voices Fellowship

1. Background and aims of the Resonant Voice Initiative in the EU project

This Fellowship programme is part of the “Resonant Voice Initiative in the EU” project, funded by the European Commission. The project will empower a diverse group of civil society actors (“resonant voices”) – activists, journalists, bloggers, educators and other online (and offline) influencers - from the Western Balkan diaspora communities living in the EU to engage in online and offline communication campaigns, utilising technology, together with a deep understanding of the community, to produce compelling content that effectively pushes back against polarising, inflammatory and radicalising discourse.

The project’s general objective is to strengthen the influence of credible voices that challenge extremist propaganda by targeting audiences vulnerable to radicalisation within the Western Balkans diaspora in the EU.

Specific objectives of the project are: 

· To reach vulnerable segments of Western Balkan diaspora living in the EU through an evidence-based, multi-stakeholder communication model targeting audiences based on their degree of radicalisation;

· To provide credible, alternative, and positive narratives exposing and challenging online and offline extremist messaging and targeting the Western Balkan diaspora;

· To explore, address, and reduce the influence of push-and-pull factors of online extremist content among the Western Balkan diaspora;

· To promote tolerance and EU fundamental values among the targeted audience.

2. The programme

The call for the Resonant Voices Fellowship is open, and it will last until January 17, 2019.

Individuals or teams of up to three journalists, researchers, and writers from countries within the European Union, the Western Balkans and Turkey are invited and eligible to apply. 

*The content of the Resonant Voices Fellowship call represents the views of the author only and is the author's sole responsibility. The European Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.

Fellowships consisting of 3,000-euro bursaries and mentoring are offered to cover topics at the intersection of identity, migration, democracy, human rights, radicalisation and violent extremism. 

Ten journalists, researchers, and writers will be selected on the basis of submitted applications. The programme is designed for journalists, researchers, and writers from the European Union, Western Balkans and Turkey. 

Fellows are expected to produce in-depth journalistic investigations, based on the research proposal they submit.

Fellows are expected during this period to produce one in-depth journalistic article of a maximum of 2,500 words, based on the research proposal they submit. Editorial guidance and control will be provided by BIRN.

The Resonant Voices Fellowship includes the following elements:

· Fellowship bursary of 3,000 euros per selected fellow or team;

· A three-day workshop in Austria/Germany, with European and regional trainers in March 2019;

· Ongoing, on-the-job mentoring and support from BIRN’s editor and  visual communications mentor;

· Publication of in-depth investigation on BIRN’s flagship website Balkan Insight and in other prominent media outlets.

3. Eligibility criteria

Who can participate?


Individuals or teams of up to three journalists, researchers, and writers from countries with the European Union, Western Balkans and Turkey are eligible to apply. Applicants should be a resident of one of the countries covered by the programme. Applicants should be proficient in English. 
Employer consent

Applicants must be able to dedicate adequate time to the fellowship, in terms of research, trips, attending the workshop and writing. To that end, any necessary permission from the applicant’s employer to participate in the fellowship should be secured in advance.

4. Topics

Fellowships consisting of 3,000-euro bursaries and mentoring are offered to cover topics at the intersection of identity, migration, democracy, human rights, radicalisation and violent extremism. We are welcoming proposals that could explore the following themes:

· Challenges of integration of the Western Balkans communities within the European Union
· Far right networks operating in Europe with links to the Western Balkans 
· Religious radicalisation in Europe with links to the Western Balkans and Turkey 
· Radicalising transitional justice narratives among the Western Balkans communities living in the EU

· Nexus between Balkan linked networks of organized crime and terrorism within EU borders
· Ghettoization and exclusion of immigrants in Europe

· Political violence within the EU and its online engine 
· Role of media in countering disinformation and propaganda in connection with migration, integration and multiculturalism.
· Links between political discourse and disinformation in the context of migration, security and terrorism.
Your story should have an in-depth investigative element. In your proposal, make sure you answer the usual journalistic questions (Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?). You must also explain ‘so what?’ — why should readers be interested in this story? Explain what makes this story relevant and interesting.

5. Eligibility and Compulsory activities 

Project idea and implementation

The themes of the Resonant Voices Fellowship are at the intersection of identity, migration, democracy, human rights, radicalisation and violent extremism. The submitted application must refer to this theme and demonstrate an original approach to researching and reporting an important aspect of the topic. Appropriate research should be conducted in order to produce in-depth investigation. The investigation should feature fresh information and interviews, and be analytical and investigative in nature. 

The investigative story must be written in English. Editorial support will be available only in English.

Research and travel costs are included in the grant. Practical support will be provided by programme partners to help organise research trips and access information and sources. Fellows may carry out all forms of research necessary to further their approved project. Illegal means of gathering information or trips without relevance to the fellowship will not be approved and should not be carried out.

Fellows must work cooperatively with the BIRN editorial team throughout the research, reporting and editorial phases. During the programme, fellows must keep in touch with and respond promptly to requests of the appointed BIRN editor and programme coordinator.

Fellows must attend a three-day workshop and cooperate with the programme’s editorial team throughout the editorial phase to resolve outstanding issues and prepare the submitted report for publication.

Editorial control

BIRN editors will edit all articles. While fellows retain the right to approve the version of the investigation which is published, BIRN editing will be compulsory. The English-language edition will be the definitive version, with other language versions provided by translating it.

Guidance and training in editorial style and standards shall be provided at the three-day workshop, and supplemented by the BIRN programme team throughout the project phases.

Publication

The stories will be published on BIRN’s flagship website Balkan Insight, and by prominent European, regional and international media outlets.

Fellows may not use, promote or publish versions of the reports other than the approved BIRN edit. BIRN will retain all rights to the investigations, in all language versions and formats in which they are published. 

Number of applications

Individuals or teams of up to three journalists, researchers, and writers should complete and submit only one application with one research proposal. Multiple applications by individuals or teams are not eligible.

6. How to apply

Application form

The proposal for a fellowship investigation project must be submitted using BIRN application form. 

It must be accompanied by the:
· Resume (CV)

· Signed declaration of the applicant/s.

To be properly assessed, all parts of the application form should be filled in as carefully and clearly as possible. Any additional information attached to the application must be clearly marked and included in the same e-mail in which the application is submitted.

The application must be in English.

Example of applicant’s work

Applicants must provide at least one relevant example of their writing. Samples may be provided in English or local languages.

Deadline for applications

The deadline for applications is January 17, 2019 at 23:59.

BIRN will advise applicants if they have any questions about the application procedure. All questions regarding this call should be directed via email: aleksandar.jovancic@birn.eu.com.

Where and how to send the application?

Completed applications should be sent as electronic files by email to aleksandar.jovancic@birn.eu.com, with the subject “Resonant Voices Fellowship.” Applicants will receive an email acknowledging receipt.

7. Evaluation and selection of applications 

The final decision on the allocation of grants will be made by the selection committee, composed of international media professionals, civil society representatives and experts on countering violent extremism. The ten (10) best applications will be chosen on the basis of scores:

1. Project proposal content 

1) Relevance (5 points)

2) Feasibility (5 points)

3) Originality (5 points)

2. Candidate/Team

1) Professional qualifications (5 points)

2) Motivation (5 points)

3) Journalistic approach (5 points)

Maximum total score is 30 points.

8. Notification of selected project proposals

All candidates will be informed by email about the results of the call during February 2019.

For Information about the “Resonant Voices Initiative in the EU” project visit: http://resonantvoices.info/ and http://birn.eu.com/programmes/resonant-voices-initiative-in-the-eu/ 

Balkan Investigative Reporting Network: www.birn.eu.com
Balkan Insight: http://www.balkaninsight.com 
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